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real ground for belief that they are generally
in a decadent condition. We have been
unable to obtain accurate statistics regarding
the actual number of workers in the various
cottage industries, but in every town they
still form a large percentage of the population,
and they are to be found in almost every
village, so that their numbers are still vastly
larger than those of the operatives employed
in organised industries."1

These industries have survived so far "because of
their ability to satisfy the strongly marked local
demands for special designs." The Commission
were of the opinion that if the Departments of
Industries work in cooperation with some business
agency, "they will find it a ready means of intro-
ducing the products of both existing and improved
cottage industries to extensive markets/' 2

In the third place, it should be noted' that
during the last  thirty years

_              cline in the relative proportion
1 Report of the Indian Industrial Commission, 1916-18, pp.
162-63.
2  Ejporf of the Indian Industrial Commission,  op.    cif.,
pp. 1,66-67.